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IN  THE  i!ATTER  OF  THE  ILLTREATI.SENT  OF  BRITISH 
PRISONERS  OF  WAR  AT  SENDAI  CARP  1  B,  ONAHAKA , 

HONSHU,  JAPAN. 


British  National  Office  Charge  No„ 

United  Nations  War  Crimes  Commission  reference; 


A_ F_F_J  DAVIT 


I »  Fusilier  WILLIAM  JOHNSON,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows 

!•  My  Number  is  4273880  and  I  am  in  the  Royal  Northumber¬ 
land  Fusiliers ,  with  permanent  home  address  at  Liltourn  House, 
Main  Street,  NORK AM-on -TWEED . 

2,  I  was  captured  at  SINGAPORE  on  15  February  1942. 

3,  In  February  1945  I  was  in  SENDAI  Camp  1  B.  Cnahama 
Springs,  which  was  a  coal  mining  camp  on  Honshu  Island. 
Captain  THORNTON,  R.A.S.C.  was  Camp  Commandant  in  charge  of 
British  prisoners  of  war. 


I  I 


4.  Corporal  JAi'ES  SCOTT,  Royal  Northumberland  Fusiliers  was 
in  this  camp  and  had  been  working  on  the  surface  at  the  nine 
and  was  in  a  very  weak  condition  resulting  from  Beri-Eeri  and 
mal-nutrition.  On  the  evening  of  4th  February  1945  he  came 
back  to  camp  with  the  rest  of  the  party  and  cA  arrival  at  the 
camp  was  paraded  with  the  other  men  when  KC  'SUDA  asked  whether: 
any  man  in  the  party  was  sick-  Corporal  S^irtY* said  he  wanted 
to  see  the  Medical  Officer  whereupon  KOJU  P$TJD/  struck  him 
with  his  fist  and  knocked  him  down  and  then  starred  kicking 
him  in  the  stomach  when  he  was  lying  on  the  ground ,  Corporal 
SCOTT  was  unable  to  get  up  at  the  end  of  this  ill-treatment  1 
and  was  carried  by  a  number  of  the  prisoners  to  the  M.I, 

Room  and  from  there  to  the  hospital.  I  ups  not  present  on 
this  occasion  when  Corporal  SCOTT  was  stir.cK  and  kicked  but 
heard  from  Sergeant  RtTlE,  R.A.O.C.  and  Driver  SCREE!,',  R.A.S.C. 
what  had  happened  to  Corporal  SCOTT.  As  soon  as  I  heard  I 
collected  Corporal  SCOTT’s  blankets,  tcok  then  rou.na  to  the 
hospital  and  stayed  with  him  until  a  faw  minutes  be! ore  he 
died.  He  never  regained  consciousness  whilst  I  was  with  him. 

At  about  a  quarter  to  six  I  went  along  for  my  meal  and  had 
just  sat  down  at  the  table  when  Sergeant  FARRELL,  R.A.S.C.  came 
in  and  told  me  that  Corporal  SCOTT  had  died.  Between  my 
leaving  Corporal  SCOTT  and  hearing  from  Sergeant  FARRELL  the 
news  of  his  death  -would  be  about  ten  minutes.  Subsequently 
Corporal  SCOTT’s  body  was  cremated. 
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The  best  description  that  I  can  give  Qf  K0JU  PSUDA 
is  as  follows*  he  vias  about  6  feet  1  inch  in  height, 
very  broad-'shoulderect ,  high  cheek  bones.  He  had  a  very 
short  neck  and  ape -'like  mo /orient  of  the  head.,  His  nick¬ 
name  was  The  Frugifo  The  lose  time  wo  saw  him  was  on  16 
August  1945,  It  was  17  August  194-5  when  we  heard  that  the 
war  was  finished  and  we  tried  to  get  hc3.d  of  KOJU  PSODa  but 
we  were  not  able  to  find  Mm,.  He  wore  the  three  stars  of 
a  first-class  private  a  :d  was  a  Hilitary  guard  and  not  a  Civic 
guard.  He  would  be  about  35  years  of  age, 

6.  KOJU  PSUDA  used  to  kick  and  beat  prisoners  on  numerous 
occasions  and  when  he  was  inspecting  a  rank  it  ,/a s  a 
favourite  wrick  of  his  to  lift  his  leg  and  kick  people  in 
the  shins,  I  have  seen  him  kick  nan/  people  including 
Captain  STUIART ,  Royal  Norfolk  Regiment  some  time  in  3945 
and  on  that  occasion  he  pulled  him  out  of  the  mess  hall 
and  made  hir.i  clean  the  drains.  — _ 

7«  The  foregoing  facts  are  to  my  own  knowledge  true  except 
where  the  contrary  aopears  and  in  such  case  the  facts  are  true 
to  the  test  cf  my  information  and  belief  and  my  means  of 
knowledge  is  recorded  in  tills  my  affidavits 


SHORN  by  the  said  WILLIAH  JOHNSON 
at  EDINBURGH  this  fourth  day  of 
February  1946 P 

BEFORE  HE 


)  /s/  V,  Johnson,  Fusilier 


/s/  R.  Eo  W,  Rinnan 
Captain,  Legal  Staff, 

An  Officer  of  the  staff 

of  the  Judge  /dvocate  General  of  the  Forces > 
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